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2010 Church Council

Congregation President

Ed Johnson, Jr. (B/G)
Vice President
Becky Steine (G/M)
Scott Bluddorn (Y&F)

Nancy Nibbe (W/ELC)
Patty Jacobson (Worship)
Bruce Olson (Personnel)
Jim Ritland (Finance)
Jan Goeman (Stewardship)
Carolyne Hensel (Parish Ed.)
Peggy Wiese (Witness)
Pastoral Staff
Rev. Eric Bakken

Rev. Ramie Bakken
Intern Pastor Doug McKenzie

Administrative Support Staff

Sally Jacobson
Mary Gerdes

Custodians
Al Knutson
LaDona Houd
Allen Larson
Choir Directors
Mary Cooley
Beth Overlien
Barb Olson

Sunday School Superintendent

Mary Gerdes

TENDER BRANCHES
CHOIR PRESENTS...

“Nowhere to Run”
(based on the story of the Prodigal
Son) by Peter & Hanneke Jacobs

Directed by: Mary Cooley,
Accompanied by: Marianne Torkelson
Choreography by: Austin Marg, Betsy
Torkelson, Delaney Skelding, Sydney

Harkner, Kaitlyn Dvorak, Savannah
Markee, Lindsey Fox, Cassie Zinns,
Christina Griggs & Emily Hammes

No matter where you run in re-
bellion, God's Spirit comes after
you to try to win you back!

GOD”S CHILDREN CHOIR
PRESENTS ...

“The Rock Slinger and His
Greatest Hit”

Words by Tom S. Long
Music by Allen Pote

Directed by: Mary Cooley
Accompanied by: Lila Lynne

This is a version the David and
Goliath story. There is a balance of
music and humor with this powerful
message. The musical gives this
following message: “Though we
may tremble in our weakness, there
is no darkness that God cannot
overcome.”

Everyone is invited for refreshments
in the Fellowship Hall, following the
Saturday evening service. There
should be no flash photography during
the worship service. The children will
stay for photographs following the Sat-
urday evening service.

Share with us in worship as
these two wonderful music
ministry productions are led
by our talented youth
choirs!

Octogenarian
Sunday

Octogenarian Sunday @
ELC

Sunday, June 20 ™ @ 9:00am
Service

The ELC Worship Team

Did you know that almost 7% of
our congregation is 80 years of
age or older (younger)? In fact,
we have 102 members who are
80 or older, and 23 of them are
past their 90" year of life. Three
of our members have reached
the blessed age of 98. These Oc-
togenarians provide us with not
only an important link to our con-
gregations past, but they also
guide us into the future, and are
a vital part of our ministry today.

On Sunday June 20" our congre-
gation will celebrate our 2™ an-
nual ‘rite of blessing’ recognizing
the life and ministry of this impor-
tant part of our congregational life
and mission at the 9:00am ser-
vice. Our Octogenarian member-
ship will lead us in worship as we
celebrate our shared lives of faith
together. One of our Octogenari-
ans, the Rev. Thor Rykken, will
preach at the 9:00am service. A
reception in their honor will follow
worship. Please plan to attend.
Let us know if you would be will-
ing to provide transportation for
some of our honored members,
to and from worship that day.
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“Teaching is a rewarding experience and it really was a lot of fun for
me this year. The kids are great, and they're always happy and
cheery, which always brightens my day. | recommend getting in-
volved in this rewarding opportunity.”

“I have found that teaching Sunday School has been very reward-
ing. | am able to share my knowledge about God’'s word and watch
every child grow in their faith. As an adult who was brought up in a
home that didn't attend church | find that | am often times learning
with the kids.”
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BLESSED TO BE A BLESSING

Sunday School Teacher Preview Day, Ma¥ 16:30am

D

The parish education committee would like to invite
YOU to attend a teaching preview day on May16th, fo
lowing the 10:30am worship service. We will havene

light refreshments as well as give you an idea loditw
teaching Sunday School is all about. This is aiBaant
ministry of our congregation, and we are in neethahy
dedicated adults to provide a quality experienGece it
a try by coming to the preview day on May"1&ou will

be blessed!

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richlyeachand ad-
monish one another in all wisdom; and with grateud
your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual saags

God.

Colossians 3.16:
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Welcome ,f‘f We Welcome
I Otﬁ’ %%gma New Members!
Church# 14 1]

We welcome new members:
Dale & Dorinda Frederick, Kristen Rykken and Lorraine
Turnmire , received into the congregation April 18th, 2010.
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Dear friends in Christ,

FROM THE

)

Pastor

“we went outside...by the river...where there
was a place to pray...” (Acts 16:13)

| have always loved to be near water. | want
to retire near water, either living on a lake, or
near a flowing creek, or next to a large body
of water like an ocean or one of the great
lakes. | doubt this will happen because of
the cost, but | can dream can’t I?

I think I'm drawn to water because water attracts life. I'm drawn to
water because in a sense, it gives life. The Tigris and Euphrates
Rivers both cradled and gave life to the dawn of civilization. Rivers,
lakes, streams, and bodies of water have throughout time have
been the gathering and settling points for communities. Look at any
map; population density increases near large bodies of water.
Some native African religions have declared sites near water to be
sacred places for worship, focal points for human interaction with
the divine.

Such is the thought in this verse from Acts. Paul reports that he
and his companions on the Sabbath went outside the gate by the
river to a place where it was known they could pray. | guess | un-
derstand that. This place must have meant something to those
people who went there because it becomes the site where the
woman named Lydia and her whole family were later baptized.

John calls the waters of our baptism, the waters of life, and imag-
ines them to be “bright as crystal” (Revelation 22:1). For John
these waters flow through the midst of our humanity, and they offer
the peace and the healing that is desperately sought by our world.
But the truth is, it's more than just this water that offers to heal all of
our wounds. Luther reminds us that there is a good question we
might ask when we think about the waters of our baptism, and that
is “how can water do such great things?”

Luther agrees that water attracts life, and water gives life, be he
helps us to understand that water alone cannot do the great things
we seek when it comes to the matter of our finding peace or whole-
ness...water alone cannot heal a broken world. For Luther it is the
Word of God, which is with and alongside the waters of our bap-
tism, and that faith, which trusts this Word of God in the water; that
is the source of our salvation. For Luther it is the water that carries
the Word,; it is the water that becomes the vehicle for the promised
coming of the Holy Spirit of God that comes to us and offers us life
eternal.

There’s a story in John’s gospel (chapter 5) where Jesus heals a
sick man by the pool of Bethzatha. The healing happens by the
waters of this pool, but in fact what we might note is that he never
actually enters the water. He does not enter the water: instead it is
the Word of Jesus (beside the waters) that brings healing and
wholeness. So too it is for us. Amen.

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Eric
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JESUS HAS RISEN!

Jesus has indeed risen
from the dead! Because
Jesus Christ has risen
from the dead you too
shall rise from the dead
as well (1 Corinthians
15:35-58). In the gos-
pels, there are many wonderful descriptions of Jesus’ post resur-
rection appearances. Specifically, read and reflect on the follow-
ing passages. This message of faith and celebration is for you.

ntern Pastor
Message

On the road to Emmaus ~ Luke 24:13-36

Jesus appearing to his disciples ~ Luke 24:36-53
Jesus appearing to Mary ~ John 20:1-18

Jesus and Thomas ~ John 20:19-29

Jesus appearing to the seven disciples ~ John 21:1-14
Jesus and Peter ~ John 21:15-19

The ascension of Jesus ~ Acts 1:6-11
The resurrection of Christ ~ 1 Corinthians 15:3-8
| BELIEVE, HELP MY UNBELIEF ~ Mark 9:24

This title is a prayer for you. Perhaps it is easy for you to believe
Jesus has risen from the dead and has forgiven your sins. Per-
haps it is easy for you to believe that you have salvation and
redemption in Jesus Christ and are sanctified by the Holy Spirit.
But, what about your everyday life, do you believe God will
watch over and protect your family? Do we believe God will sus-
tain your career? Do you believe God will uphold your friend-
ships and heal your sickness?

Your faith is a relational reality. In other words, you must place
your faith, confidence, and trust in Jesus Christ. He is the object
of your faith; he is the God and source of your faith. In addition,
you must place your faith, confidence, and trust in the promises
of Jesus Christ. One essential promise is Justification; you are a
redeemed child of God by grace alone, through faith alone, on
account of Christ alone. By faith, this is a promise you believe
and place your trust in. You trust Jesus’ promises because you
believe he is trustworthy. God demonstrated his love for you
through Jesus Christ. Therefore, in the midst of your confusion
and doubt, hold fast to your prayer, “I believe, help my unbelief.”
God is faithful and he will demonstrate his care and love for you.

Doug McKenzie~

Internship Update
No Intern Assigned to ELC for 2010-2011

Evangelical Lutheran Church has been notified that we will not be assigned a seminary intern for the 2010-2011 academic year. This
news has come as a surprise and a disappointment to the staff, the church council, the internship committee, and many members. This
past January we were informed that there were more interns than sites, but that trend shifted over the winter months.

Luther Seminary expressed deep regret that they were unable to provide us with an intern, as they feel that we have served the church
well over the past two years. There is still a remote chance that an internship could be arranged as situations at sites shift and change.
Should something arise, Luther Seminary has us on their radar. Funds received this past winter for the internship ministry will stay in the
fund designated ‘Internship Fund’ in Gifts and Memorials. We will reapply for a seminary intern for the 2011-2012 academic year.
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We have a limited number of tickets available for
the Wednesday night, July 7" Brewers vs. San
Francisco game. Front row upper reserve tickets
normally priced at $15 are available for $8, but
available on a first come — first pay basis. There
will be a 15 passenger van available for the first
15 ELC Middle and High School youth who sign
up. The cost for youth (van & ticket) is $10. The
van will leave the ELC parking lot at 2:00pm. For
more information, contact Pr. Eric.

Peer Ministry Fund Raiser

Brat Sale & Baked Goods @ Burnstad’s

Saturday, May 8 ™ 10:00am — 2:30pm
o

Come eat a Brat, purchase a dozen
delicious home made special-K bars, a home made pie, or all of
the above, to show your ongoing support for this vital and exciting
ministry of our congregation. Adam,
Hannah, Marit, Soren, Bronson, Megan,
Cassi, Emily, Betsy, and Austin would
love to serve you. Just look for us in the
Burnstad “Brat Barn”. Also, orders will
be taken for hand built cedar Adiron-
dack chairs (in LL Bean or Eddie Bauer
these chairs sell for $165) for only $100.
Proto-types will be available for viewing
at the booth.
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Our journey of faith begins !

, : |
with baptism, when we are
marked with the sign of the cross and sealed by the Holy
Spirit forever. In baptism, we are given a candle with these
instructions: “Let your light shine before others that they may
see your good works and glorify your Father in Heaven.” We
celebrate with members of ELC who will soon be graduating
from High School. As they mark this milestone in their lives,
this verse reminds them and us to use our many and varied
gifts for the glory of God.

I

High School Seniors, parents, and their prayer fami  lies
are invited to a special night of fellowship and re mem-

brances on Sunday, May 2, 2010 at 6:00pm__for dinner and
activities at ELC.

These graduates will be recognized during worship service
on Sunday, May 30 * at 9:00a:
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Special thanks to this year’s prayer partners:
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Bible Camp Sunday,
June 13, 2010, 9:00am

We encourage all youth
who are attending camp
this summer to join us for a

. special blessing at worship
on June 13, 2010. Please
keep our youth and their
families in your prayers as
they travel this summer.

Bible Camp
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Posted March 16 through April 15, 2010

GOD'S CHILDREN
gift from: Dan & Tanya Overlien

MIGOWI BUILDING FUND

gift from: Tam Burgau, Jim & Pat Dimmick, Brian & Lori
Dolesy, Kenneth Fitzpatrick, Patricia Jacobson, Ed & Lorri
Johnson, Al & Gwyn Knutson, Everett & Alice Larkin, Kim &
Barb Loomis, Lila Lynne, Mary Olson, June & Mike Patrick,
Dean & Delores Severson, Greg & Becky Steine, Peggy
Wiese, Maxine Wilcox, Roger & Thelma Wiste, William & Ju-
dith Young.

RADIO BROADCAST
in memory of Norm & Doris Ravnum, Jane Ravnum-Niesen
and Whitney Susan Stefan.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
in honor of Lincoln Andrew Goehring’s Baptism from Nancy
& Joe Foreman.

EVANGELICAL SINGERS

in memory of Marilyn Knutson Hemmerich (Al Knutson's
Sister) from David & Joy Fossum, Sally Jacobson, Lou & Nyla
Musser, and David & Mary Cooley.

in memory of Eugene Peterson (Lois Ferries’ brother) from
Michael Lind.

BULLETINS
in memory of Norm & Doris Ravnum, Jane Ravnum-Niesen
and Whitney Susan Stefan.

THANK YOU!

Arlene Brown has been a faithful
helper for the office! She has
stuffed bulletin inserts for us for
over 15 years. Arlene has retired
from her duties this year. Her
faithfulness in helping out on Friday mornings has been a
blessing! We will certainly miss your smile and positive attitude
Arlene!

"H$% % &
& (T ) % &
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Hearing Assistant Devices Try them out...let us know !

We need your input on a hearing assistance system.

There are clip on devices on the table in the narthex for you
to use...but only for a couple more weeks. They are avail-
able for people who have some difficulty hearing during
worship, whether you have a hearing aid or not. Please try
them out the next time you are at worship and let Pastor
Ramie or anyone at the office know how it worked!

This year's synod

assembly will be held May 21-22 at the

Holiday Inn Hotel and Convention Center

in Stevens Point, Wisconsin. We will meet

in conjunction with the East Central

Synod of Wisconsin to worship, laugh,
pray, work, discover, share and to be the church together.
Renowned speaker and author Reggie McNeal and ELCA
Presiding Bishop Mark Hanson will be the keynote speakers
at this joint assembly. Please keep our pastors, and voting
members Ed and Lorri Johnson in your prayers. ELC is en-
titled to bring one more voting member to assembly-please
contact the church office if you would like to attend.

Bishop Joseph and Maria Bvumbwe at ELC

LUTHER PARK~LUTHER WOODS

1st Annual Pancake Breakfast
Saturday, May 15 8am—Noon
At the Dining Hall

ns to
be accepted to help support those who can't afford
camp.

You get all you can eat pancakes! Freewill Donatio

BONUS: Register for Camp at this Event and Re-
ceive a $15 discount!
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Man Vs. Woman
Saturday, May 15 " @ Luther Park
A Fund Raiser for Bed-Nets: Just $10

Maybe you've seen the show Man Vs.
Food...well...our pastoral staff have their
own version...it's called...Man Vs. Woman!
What is this all about, you ask? Well...Pr.
Eric has challenged Pr. Ramie to a race. He has bet her he can
walk 7 miles faster, than she can bike 28 miles. Our synod is
coordinating a synod wide fund-raiser to collect money for bed-
nets on Saturday, May 15". There are 7 conferences in our
synod and 7 routes of 77 miles all leading to Luther Park Bible
Camp. Interested persons are asked to bike, run, walk all or a
portion of this distance to help end Malaria.

Pr. Eric will raise pledges from 50 men in our congregation ($10
for one bed-net), and Pr. Ramie will raise pledges from 50
women in our congregation. If Pr. Eric wins the race, then Pr.
Ramie and those 50 women who pledged will have to sing “You
are My Sunshine” to the men of ELC the

following Sunday. If Pr. Ramie wins the

race, then the same goes for the men. In

addition, the winner will receive 3 cards

which can be handed to the loser to be

used whenever the winner wishes, that

simply says, “I'm sorry, | was wrong, and

you were right!”

Interested members can sign up either
directly with the Pastor’s or at the church
office.

&__'Z: Council Update — April 13, 2010

-‘5-"\|':-’-1_-;“‘:"'_;5:',,'L A full council packet is kept on file in the
=i v church library

;ﬁuﬂlhﬁg +Members attending the synod walking to-
' gether event shared their experiences. It
was a worthwhile day. Bishop Pederson’s keynote address
can be found on the synod website @ www.nwswi.org

+Pastors will attend the glocal mission event —and will meet
the Malawi delegation.

+Began a discussion on the local impact of ELCA resolu-
tions on Human Sexuality.
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This newsletter was mailed to you April 28, 2010.

Hatfield Campground
Worship Services begin May
25" (Memorial Day Weekend)
at 10:15am, Lake Arbutus

The church office will close
at noon on Fridays, beginning
June 4™,

Speaking of Summer ... )

Would you like to share a musical piece either

vocally or instrumentally with our
church this summer? The Solo
and Ensemble contest held at
Black River Falls this vyear,
turned-out some great talent once
again—consider sharing your
winning pieces with us!

If you know someone who would like to share
summer music with the church, either in town or at
Hatfield worship, please contact Patty Jacobson,
Barb Olson, and Peggy Wiese.

Golfing for Mission
Interfaith Volunteer Care-Givers
Friday, June 18 @ Skyline Golf Course, BRF's, WI

Cost: $75 includes lunch, dinner, fees & carts

For more information call: 715-284-7058

6" Annual Luther Park Charity Golf Outing
Monday, June 21 @ Turtleback Golf Course, Rice Lake, WI
Cost: $100 includes dinner, fees & carts

For more information call: 715-859-2215

3" Annual Sugar Creek Golf Scramble
Monday, June 28 @ Viroqua Hills, Viroqua, WI
Cost: $75 includes lunch, dinner, fees & cart
For more information call: 608-734-3113
If interested talk with Pr. Eric who'll be coordina  ting teams

from ELC to participate in these Mission Golf oppor tunities.




