|

Sunday School/Confirmation
Council Highlights
Library Report

Pastor's Message
Book of Faith

WwWwliINnNDNDDND

Youth & Family Life
Milestone Ministry

N

Gifts & Memorials
W/ELC News

Intern Pastor's Message
Companion News

February 2010 Calendar

N | o o | ool

2009 Church Council
Congregation President
Ed Johnson Jr. (B/G)
Vice President
Tony Boerger (YFL)
Becky Steine (G/M)
Nancy Nibbe (W/ELC)
Patty Jacobson (Worship)
Bruce Olson ( Personnel)
Theresa Bade (Finance)
Jan Goeman (Stewardship)
Carolyne Hensel (Parish Ed.)
Peggy Wiese (Witness)

Pastoral Staff
Rev. Eric Bakken
Rev. Ramie Bakken
Intern Doug McKenzie
Administrative Support Staff
Sally Jacobson
Mary Gerdes
Custodians
Al Knutson
LaDona Houd
Allen Larson
School Superintendent
Mary Gerdes

Y
kX

Y Evangelical Lutheran
»¥ Church in America

/4
God's work. Our hands.

“Midweek Lenten Series:
Luther’s Catechisms”

Early in its history the Lenten season
became a time of education in the
basics of the Christian faith for new
converts seeking baptism at the
Easter Vigil. Martin Luther encour-
aged preaching on the catechisms,
especially during Lent. Using the
catechisms as a basis for midweek
Lenten worship we will revisit some of
the basic teaching of the Christian
faith. Our midweek Lenten worship
will be shaped around Luther’s
hymns, prayers, writings, teachings,
and sermons focused on the themes:
confession (Ash Wednesday), the
Ten Commandments (week #1), the
Apostles’ Creed (week #2), the Lord'’s
Prayer (week #3), Holy Baptism
(week #4), and the Sacrament of the
Altar (week #5).

Matthew 25 Ministry!

Come worship this Lenten Season
with Intern Pastor Doug as we
minister to inmates at Jackson
Correctional Institution on Sunday
February 21% at 6:00pm and or
7:20pm. Also, come grow as dis-
ciples and ministers of Christ by
attending Tuesday night worship
and bible study with inmates at the
correctional institution on Feb 23“’,
March 2™, 9™, 16", and 23" at
7:15pm. The sign up sheet and
further details are available in the
narthex. If you have immediate
questions call Doug at 284-4213.
Sign up soon! Paper work is due
February 5™.
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Ash Wednesday Service
Feb. 17"@ 7:00pm
Lenten Mid-Week Services

Wednesdays,
Feb 24, March 3, March 10, March
17, March 24 @ 5:15pm

Soup Supper follows @ 6:00pm
beginning Wed February 24

Maundy Thursday Service
Thursday, April 1st @ 7:00pm
1% Communion

Good Friday Services
Friday, April 2nd @ 10:00am
Kids of the Kingdom, God’s Children
Friday, April 2nd @ 7:00pm
Tender Branches, Evangelical Singers

EASTER Sunday Services
Sunday, April 4th

6:30am
9:00am
10:30am
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COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS ~ January 12, 2010

A complete council packet is available on fileha thurch
library. If you are interested in viewing this imfisation, just
look for the blue binder labeled “Church Council ¢kat” or
ask at the church office.

*Much of the meeting focused on preparations lierannual
meeting, including reviewing nominees for churchrel and
the proposed 2010 mission plan. We are still imdnef dele-
gates for Luther Park and Sugar Creek, as welhathear vot-
ing member at synod  assembly.

*Personnel will be working on sabbatical guidelines
*Building and Grounds reports that the roof on lam side
will be repaired as soon as the weather permits.

Next Meeting: February™ 7pmVisitors welcome

The Annual Meeting will be held on Janu-

ary 31, 2010. Election of new council
members will take place at that time.

ELC staff and congregation members wo
like to offer our thanks and appreciation t
the out going Church Council members:
Theresa Bade and Tony Boerger. Their
guidance over the past years have been greatlyemted!

rCon][irmdtion d]

To conclude the sessions on The Commandments axd
Sacraments,"8and 9" grade confirmation students will have a rg
view night

e
Confir*rgéa.‘l‘ion%
Retreat

The 9" grade “Urban Plunge” retreat will be March-6th. We
will travel to Mpls/St. Paul, visit a soup kitcheshelter, and
Lutheran Volunteer Corps office, as we learn whatéans to
“serve all people, following the example of Jesarg] to strive for
justice and peace in all the eartfifie cost will be $25 and shoulg
be turned into the church office with a registratform that was
given to students on January2Additional registration forms
(green) are on the youth table.
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r 1 2 3 a s )Dear friends in Christ,

6 7 8 9101112 q

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 | How sweet are your words to my
20 26 taste, sweeter than honey to my
27 33 mouth. Through your precepts | get
34 40 understanding;

therefore, | hate every false way.

light to my path.” (Psalm 119:103-105)

stor’s Message
/~lent

More than likely, if you randomly open up your Bible,
right in the middle you will find the Psalms. In fact, you
might open up right to Psalm 119, which is the longest
psalm in the Bible. If you should take the time to read
this psalm, you will find out that it is one that praises
God for the gift of the Law. When the psalmist talks
about the Law, he/she understands it to be the Penta-
teuch (the first 5 books of the Bible: Genesis, Exodus,
Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy). This psalm is also
what theologians call a wisdom poem, in that it
teaches the reader about right and wrong. This psalm
celebrates God’s law as both a comfort for us, and a
guide for how we might live our life.

| love that the psalmist
uses images involving
the sense of sight and
taste to describe God's
word. One thing is for
sure when we read this
psalm, it is all about the
glory of God’s word
imagining it to be like a light that shines out to guide
us when we cannot see the path we are called to take.
Though it is often hard to believe when we are lost in
the moment, still | believe it to be true when the
psalmist likens God’s word to something that brings
sweetness to soothe us even when our lives are diffi-
cult Y maybe even bitter), and imagines it to be some-
thing which provides clarity when we become con-
fused.

My prayer for us as a
community of faith is that
we might daily experience
what the psalmist calls
our delight in God'’s word.

My prayer for us as a community of faith is that we
might daily experience what the psalmist calls our de-
light in God’s word. In this Lenten season, join a Bible
Study, attend Sunday and Midweek Lenten services,
set time aside for personal daily devotions, and pray
that God would not only speak to you, but that you will
be able to hear what God would have you hear; that
you might be renewed daily and find delight in God’s
word.

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Eric

bookefaith

Your word is a lamp to my feetand a | he Evangelical Lutheran Church in America has nad

commitment to encourage all members of our congreg
tions, from children to adults, to dig deeper ioto book
of faith, the Bible. Here at ELC, we have alreadnd-
fited from resources and initiatives that assisnuselp-
ing and encouraging one another to explore the wbrd
God. Now, a “Book of Faith Planning Team” has fedn
for the more specific purpose of encouraging béblely
among adults. Here are some things you can do & be
part of a book of faith renewal at ELC.

1) Pray for hearts/people to be open tdyshg

the scripture

2) If you are currently participating in a bitdtidy,

continue in that study. Tell others of your experi

ences

Bring your bible to worship and follow alony i
the bible as lessons are read. (The worship co
mittee will be trying a new bulletin format durin
lent that will have you looking up passages in t
pew bibles or your own.)

Commit to a daily devotional practice for & se
period of time (lent would be a good time to
start). The planning team will be making avail-
able a 40 day devotional reading guide for you
follow.

Join a bible study at ELC. There are ongoing
studies already happening as well as new stud
offered by our pastors and lay people.

3)

4)

5)

6)

There are several options that are recommend
by our pastors, including The Lutheran Study B
ble.

Don’t worry about being an expert. Just read ¢
be fed by the word of God this day. There are
free devotionals available in the narthex as we
The Daily Texts, which can be purchased for a
small fee. Looking for something online? Try

7

http://www.luthersem.edu/godpause/daily view.

spxto automatically receive a daily bible readin
and reflection via email or as an RSS fedd/ou
are interested in exploring the meaning of a
passage or the background on a book of the
bible, try www.enterthebible.org

Invest in a studiible that will help you to under-
stand the background and context of passages.

m-

he

ies
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Fifth Graders
Each year Evangelical Lutheran offers a
time of instruction for students who are "
5" grade and older who would like to begin m
receiving Holy Communion. Parents should
come with your child to the 4 learning ses-
sions orWWednesdays, March 3, 10, 17 at : : 4
6:30pm and on Thursday March 25 at 1+ / +

5:30pm. First communion will be on
Maundy Thursday, April 1, 7pm.
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Gifts and Memorials Women of ELC
Posted Dec. 16, 2009 through Jan. 15, 2010
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RADIO BROADCAST )y 1'-8 % 104 97:
In memory of: Kristin Wood 7+0
from: Richard & Beatrice Horn, Little Norway/Sq / '
Creek Lutheran Parish B '
In memory of: Lillian Schwab &
from: Ed & Doris Brudos . 2 $?%'%,$% >
MIGOWI BUILDING FUND E7+0
In honor of: Fred Goettl _ /o
from: Tommy Torkelson S %106/ <= C
In honor of: Mary Lewis 6 | 6 &
from: Troy and Marianne Torkelson
in honor of: Dave and Joy Fossum #
from: Anthony & Carrie Dix
from: Clint & Jean Helland. Dean & Delores 1 1
Severson, Genesis Circle 66 5 0 ) 10
SUNDAY SCHOOL
In memory of: Ramona Bekkelund 1$ 33 #%+ > 7
from: Verna Arndt / :
& B ! 0
EVANGELICAL SINGERS
In memory of: Kristin Wood 1
from: Llona Mae Dell, Peggy Wiese
In honor of: Thor & Cathryn Rykken 7 F . /
from: John Schulz & Miriam Rykken
GOD'S CHILDREN / °
In memory of: Kristin Wood .
from David & Mary Cooley ' .
from: Dan & Tanya Overlien < # ., %H$3 7 #,% @! %
) !'-8 % +$ LA %H$+<
TENDER BRANCHES 1)
In memory of: Kristin Wood & '
from: Rich, Charlene & Jennifer Stevens, David &
Mary Cooley 1
In memory of: Danis Wilson _ /) &
from: David & Mary Cooley . /
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In the Ephiphany season, the Magi come
from the east to give gifts to the Christ
child. John baptizes Jesus in the Jordan
River. Jesus turns water into wine. Je-
sus proclaims the fulfillment of Isaiah
chapter sixty-one. Jesus calls his disci-
ples, Simon Peter, James, and John, and

finally is transfigured before them in the presence

of Moses and Elijah.

To know and learn from Jesus is to know and learn
from God. In other words, to live by Jesus’ instruction
is not burdensome, but liberating, it is the intrinsic pur-
pose of life. To live by fallen human instruction is work
and burdensome. To live by Jesus’ instruction is grace
filled, sanctifying, and liberating. Jesus said in Mat-
thew chapter eleven, “Come to me, all you who are
weary and burdened, and | will give you rest. Take my
yoke upon you and learn from me, for | am gentle and
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.
For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”

The yoke, the light, the instruction and mission of Je-
sus is summed up, as the prophet Isaiah stated long
ago, “To preach good news to the poor... to proclaim
freedom for the prisoners... recovery of sight for the
blind... to release the oppressed... and to proclaim
the year of the Lord's favor.” Therefore, this Epiphany
season is about beginnings and walking the path of
faith in God’s favor and strength. It is about being
God’'s ambassador of hope and dispensing his love,
mercy, and impatrtiality to all.

Here are some biblical texts for further study, reflec-
tion, and meditation: John 2, Luke 4, Isaiah 61, and
Matthew 17.

Doug McKenzie ~ Intern Pastor

New Member classes will be held on
Sundays, March 14, 21*, and 28"

for anyone interested in joining ELC.

We will also have a New Member
Orientation NightWednesday, April 7". New
Members will be received into the congregation
on Sunday, April 18th. If you are interested in

becoming a member of ELC, please contact the

church office to pick up a New Member Infor
mation form, and arrange for an appointment
with Pastor Ramie.
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Walking Together-Malawi Companionship News

The following is taken from a synod communication r e-
garding our companions of the Evangelical Lutheran

Church in Malawi. Thank you to those who have dona  ted
towards relief efforts and to those who continue to lift up
our brothers and sisters in Christ in prayer.

Because Malawi is a poor country far from U.S. shores, we
hear virtually nothing about the recovery efforts following the
Malawi earthquakes where scores lost their lives and thou-
sands are homeless. To date, our synod as donated $29,163
that is being distributed by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Malawi where it is most needed to provide food, water, and
shelter to victims. Please remember our friends in Malawi, who
do not have the benefit of an outpouring of international empa-
thy and aid. A recent phone update was received from Mphatso
Thole, the ELCM communications officer.

“People are afraid in Karonga. People are afraid to go to
Karonga. Daily activity has stopped, including work or school,
because of the fear of additional tremors. Misery is on every-
one's faces.

Bishop Joseph Bvumbwe and other staff members of the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church in Malawi arrived in Karonga about
7pm, Saturday night, January 23rd. Sunday morning worship
was held in the Karonga area. The Bishop brought a message
of the comfort and hope that is found in Jesus. The Bishop
presented funds raised by ELCM congregations and the sup-
port from the NW Synod of Wisconsin. He assured the people
of the synod's prayers and support in this difficult time.

Even before Bishop Bvumbwe made these presentations, one
of the Traditional Authorities who was also affected by the
earthquake told the Bishop and those present, "You are the first
person to come and comfort us and give us support. The ELCM
does not run away from problems. Don't think that the Bishop is
only for you (the ELCM). He is for everyone."

The epicenter of the earthquake was in the Rukuru River area.
There is now a long crack in the earth from Lake Malawi to only
200 meters from the Karonga Boma church center north all the
way to Ngelenge, with a 3" difference in levels between the two
sides of the crack. One resident in the area had the shocking
experience of seeing the crack go through his house, the flood
water pouring into his home.

The government has not yet given people approval to move
back into houses, even those that appear to be livable. Thou-
sands of people are living outside. Government aid has been
spotty at best. People receive 10 meters of plastic from the
government to make a simple shelter. People are making shel-
ters from grasses and paper. There is wide-based trauma and
fear that more earthquakes are coming (there have been many
aftershocks).

Outside people from Tanzania and other parts of Malawi who
had run small shops in Karonga have all left the area. Other
Malawians who had moved to the area because of jobs have
sent their families back to their home areas.

What do people need right now? The most immediate need is
shelter. Trucks accompanying the Bishop brought tents, bed
nets, kitchen utensils, food, and WaterGuard (purifier). The
Bishop and staff will remain in the area for several more days,
visiting other affected areas to get the full picture of the chal-
lenges ahead. Pictures will be forthcoming.

Please continue to lift up the people of Karonga and Ngelenge
that they might feel God's presence among them. Pray for
strength for Bishop Bvumbwe and church staff as they bring
hope and comfort to all the people of this area. In the midst of
all the challenges in our world today, let's not forget those af-
fected by the Karonga earthquakes.”
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Friends FoodShelf deliv-

040, " 0 | 1 O 0, |
ers perishable foods that Vot #{;/&f L @ /Oé'$A:_ V%) HOLE
would otherwise be wasted # 9
to individuals and families in
need every Monday starting c =0

at 3pm. This is a great

benefit to our community,

but it requires many volun- E6
teers to make it work. ELC has volunteered to

staff the Friends Food Shelf for the month of Lo#
February. Volunteers are needed to pick up/deliver )

food to the fairgrounds and to distribute the food-at a

minimum we need 15 volunteers each week. There 0 1 #
are 2 sign up sheets in the narthex. Please consider 0+ o+

giving of your time to this worthy cause. Questions?
Talk to Peggy Wiese, Pastor Ramie or any other : A H$ *
member of the Witness Committee. |




