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All members of ELC are encouraged to attend the annual meeting 
of the congregation on January 29th, following the 10:30am wor-
ship service. We will enjoy a potluck meal, followed by the busi-
ness portion of our annual meeting.  On the agenda this year will 

be election of council members, approval of the annual budget and consideration 
of proposed constitutional amendments. 
 

Newly elected Council Members will be installed dur ing worship at 8:00a on 
February 12 th. 

�
Farewell Coffee Hour 

Joel, Rachel, Gavin & Andrew 
�

The Internship Committee invites you to come celebrate 
Joel's year of service and learning. The Internship Committee 
will be serving coffee and cake between services on Sunday 
January 29th, 2012 in Church’s upstairs gathering space. We 
hope you will join us. 
 

In Christ, 
 

Internship Committee 
Lorri Johnson, Louise Voss, Dave Fossum, Heather Bluedoorn, Ron Hanson, Warren 
Rosin, Jo Brown, Terry Goettl, and Glen Goeman 
 

 
 

Adult Forum January 8th at 9:15am 
The Ministry of L.S.S. 

 

Mr. Steve McCarthy, Executive Director of Addictions & Restorative Justice Ser-
vices for Lutheran Social Services of Wisconsin & Upper Michigan, will be with us 
on Sunday, January 8 to lead an adult forum between services. Mr. McCarthy will 
share information regarding the ministry of L.S.S. in Jackson County, including a 
new ministry working with transitioning adult males back into society following 
incarceration, which will begin in Jackson County, on January 1, 2012. Steve will 
share how the mission of L.S.S. assists individuals to live according to the L.S.S. 
vision, to "Change the world, one grace-filled life at a time." 

 
 

Intern Joel’s Project Presentation 
January 22nd at 9:15am 

Friends in Christ, 
Throughout the past 6 months I have been working on my internship project: 
Church Future Finder, Missional Church.  The purpose of Church Future Finder 
and my internship has been to give us a tool for examining God at work in crea-
tion, in the congregation, in our community, and beyond.  It is also a tool to help 
us develop our theological imagination as we see that God is indeed at work 
among us and continues to call us beyond our doors to others to share His love.  I 
invite you to attend a presentation on January 22 nd in between services in the 
fellowship hall to hear and discuss the findings as we continue to discern how 
God is inviting us to join in His mission to the world. 
 In Christ, Intern Joel 
               Intern Joel 
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Notice of Annual Meeting  
and Potluck Dinner January 29, 2012 

JANUARY 2012 

WI-FI Now available at the 
Church! Check with the office for 

details 

 

2011 Church Council 
Congregation President  

Ed Johnson, Jr. (Personnel) 
Vice President  

Jan Goeman (Stewardship) 
Secretary  

Peggy Wiese (Witness) 
Treasurer  

Jim Ritland (Finance) 
Ken Wilkins (G/M) 
Jeff Stear (B/G) 

Nancy Nibbe (W/ELC) 
Karen Brandt (Worship) 

  Carolyne Hensel (Parish Ed.) 
† Pastoral Staff  
Rev. Eric Bakken 

Rev. Ramie Bakken 
Intern, Mr. Joel Gueningsman 

Office Manager  
Wendy Sciborski 

Custodians  
Al & Blaine Knutson 
Phyllis Gunderson 
Choir Directors  

Mary Cooley 
Beth Overlien, Barb Olson-Louis 
Sunday School Superintendent  

Terri Goettl 
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To the Saints at ELC, 
 
 It is hard to believe but 
it is already January.  In 
many ways it feels like Ra-

chel, Gavin, Andrew, and I have not been here for a year 
already.  It just seems like yesterday we began packing up 
our belongings and left the seminary to begin internship 
with you here in Black River Falls.  It is hard to believe that 
I am writing my last newsletter article as an intern also. 
 I would like to take time to thank all of you for the won-
derful year here with you.  Rachel and I cannot express our 
thanks enough for everything that you have done.  It has 
truly been a joy to be here with you!  It is truly an honor to 
have been invited into your lives and work alongside all of 
you in the ministry that God has called us to. 

As I begin to prepare to finish up my final course 
work at Luther it is my hope and prayer that the Holy Spirit 
will continue to transform your lives as followers of Christ.  
One of my favorite Bible passages is Luke 4.  After being 
tempted in the desert Jesus goes to Galilee and on the 
Sabbath day stands up and reads these words, “The Spirit 
of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to 
preach good news to the poor.  He has sent me to pr o-
claim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sig ht 
for the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclai m the 
year of the Lord’s favor” (Luke 4:18-19).   As I read 
Luke’s gospel I feel that these verses serve as one of the 
major themes of this gospel.  God has entered into our 
lives, our stories and speaks a message of comfort, hope 
and love which nothing can overcome.  Just this past 
month we experienced this message once again as we 
celebrated Christmas.  In the midst of our broken world we 
heard and continue to hear that God has come to dwell with 
us, he has come to give us good news and freedom. 

But it does not stop there.  There is more to the 
story.  In the book of Acts Luke writes, “But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria 
and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:14).  This message of 
freedom, recovery, release, and the Lord’s favor which Je-
sus proclaims is given to his disciples.  He calls them to be 
his witnesses, to preach the good news, to proclaim free-
dom and recovery, to release, and to proclaim the year of 
the Lord’s favor to the world. 

These words, this proclamation continues today.  
Called and claimed in the waters of baptism, God invites us 
to proclaim and live these words.  During these past twelve 
months I have seen and heard this message which Jesus 
proclaims play out in the life of this congregation and its 
members through the ministry which God has called us to.  
As we enter another year and as we reflect on Jesus’ 
words in Luke, I would like you all to dream about how God 
is calling us to share his love with others.  It is my prayer for 
you that as followers of the risen savior you would continue 
to follow him and proclaim the Lord’s favor to this commu-
nity and to the world.  Our time together is drawing to a 
close, but the ministry to which we are called goes on.  May 
God strengthen you and bless you to be his witnesses here 
in: Black River Falls, Jackson County, Wisconsin, the U.S., 
and the world! 
 

In Christ, 
 Intern Joel 

 Dear friends in Christ,   
 
God is always calling us to be more than we 
have been. When it comes to the search for 
meaning, or the quest to find purpose or 
direction in life, or the yearning to discover 
and experience what it means to live in com-

munity, it is within the realm of shared life within a con-
gregation that these things are fostered best in our soci-
ety. 
Actually, I would guess that that is only true if we are talk-
ing about our shared life together outside of the family. 
For these things (meaning, purpose, direction, and com-
munity) are most intimately experienced and most deeply 
learned within the framework of the family. But beyond 
that, it is in within the life of the congregation that these 
things are most importantly shaped. 
So, with that said, if that is true, then what does that 
mean for us who live in a culture where denominational 
loyalty and active participation within organized religion is 
dwindling? Part of what it means is that we have to learn 
to do church in a new way. Church growth people have 
been producing survey after survey that suggests we 
cannot continue to apply old techniques to the new is-
sues we face today. We who are of the mainline protes-
tant churches have been experiencing loss in member-
ship for over 30 years now. We have not learned well to 
adjust to the world as it is, or to the younger generations 
that are shaping the now and future. 
The one message that keeps coming through in terms of 
those who are looking at congregations so as to envision 
how ministry will grow faith in the lives of the people, and 
play a significant role in the lives of the generations to 
come, is to focus the gospel in such a way that Christ is 
at the heart of our search for meaning, our quest for pur-
pose, and our yearning for community. Real life experi-
ence is telling us that when a congregation learns to fo-
cus externally, to focus most of it’s energies on the ques-
tion, how we can serve and meet the needs of our 
neighbors, and shift their gaze away from themselves, 
where we are tempted to want to talk about how we meet 
our own needs, that this is where our future lies, in terms 
of helping others and ourselves in the search for mean-
ing, in the quest for purpose, and in our yearning to find 
community. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Eric 

Council Highlights �

  December 13, 7pm 
 

A complete council packet is available on file in the 
church library.   
 
† Reviewed proposal for presenting new resolutions. 

Will implement process for next year (after annual 
meeting) 

† Continued working on proposed mission plan  
† Nominating committee is still looking for volunteers 

to be on the youth committee, contact Carolyne 
Hensel, Theresa Bade or Dennis Young. 
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Sunday school resumes on Sunday, January 8, 
2012.  Many people are making New Year’s resolutions 
such as losing weight, saving money, exercising, and a 
variety of other self-promises.  Now is an excellent time 
for families to recommit to their Sunday school atten-
dance and also make resolutions to work on together 
such as helping someone in need, volunteering, and 
making family time a priority. 

 
 
 
 
 

A New Year's Prayer 
 

Another year is dawning 
  With the chance to start anew. 
  May I be kinder, wiser, Lord, 

  In all I say and do.  
 
 

  Not so caught up in selfish gain 
 That I would fail to see 

 The things in life that mean the most 
 Cost not a fancy fee. 

 
 

  The warm, kind word that I can give, 
  The outstretched hand to help,  

  The prayers I pray for those in need-- 
  More precious these than wealth.  

 
 

  I know not what may lie ahead 
  Of laughter or of tears; 

  I only need to know each day 
  That You are walking near. 

 
 

  I'm thankful for this brand new year 
  As now I humbly pray,  

  My hand secure in Yours, dear Lord, 
  Each step along the way. 

  ~Kay Hoffman~  
�

May 2012 find you and your families filled with many 
blessing from God above. 

�

Upcoming Milestone Ministry Events! 
 

Anniversary of Baptism on January 8th, for 
all those Baptized at ELC in 2011. 
 

February will bring the 1st Grade Prayer Milestone Min-
istry on February 5th and 12th. 
�

      
LUTHER PARK 

 

We are now hiring for Summer Staff 2012! 
Do you know of a young adult looking for a challenging  
and rewarding  summer?  Luther Park may be just the 
place for them!  We have heard many times over that 
serving as a summer staff member is a transforma-
tional experience and easily contributes to some of the 
best summer memories  of a young adult's life.  And the 
best part?  The campers .  Kids who come to camp dur-
ing the summer are equally transformed  because of 
how the summer staff demostrates and teaches about 
God's saving grace  and Jesus' ultimate sacrifice  for 
us.  Visit www.LutherPark.org for job descriptions and 
applications.  We look forward to hearing from you! 
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Wednesday Large Group Learning Events start up agai n 
on January 4 th.  See you there! 
�

RETREATS! On January 27th-28th, we will be going on an over-
night retreat at Sugar Creek Bible Camp. This is a required part 
of the confirmation class for 8th grade [and any 9th graders that 
missed last year].  Students are strongly encouraged to attend 
as we will be covering 3 lessons during the retreat.  Students 
not attending will be required to make up the work at another 
time during this year. All 9 th graders are welcome to come for 
fellowship and free time …we will have activities for you.  The 
cost of the retreat is $25 per student and includes transporta-
tion, lodging, and food.  We will meet at the church at 5:30pm 
Friday and return by 4:30pm Saturday. Payment is due January 
12th.  NEW: You can make a payment online on our website. 
Go to the give/pay page on brfelc.org and follow the instruc-
tions. Pay in the “other” column and write in “Confirmation re-
treat-student first name last initial.” There is no fee for an elec-
tronic fund transfer from your checking/savings account. If you 
would like financial assistance, please talk to Pastor Ramie.   
 

 

Looking ahead:  9th graders mark your calendar for the 
“Urban Plunge” retreat on March 2nd/3rd.   
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Welcome 2012!  I hope everyone had a joyful 
Christmas and Happy New Year. 

A BIG THANK YOU to all those who helped with the Advent 
Programs. I think the children had a great time and were all 
wonderful. The programs were a great success for everyone. A 
particular Thank You must go to the music staff of Joy Fossum 
and Savannah Markee, Rikka Bakken and Judie Harkner, and 
Bryan Staff and Marianne Torkelson. Their ideas, time and en-
ergy ensured the success of the programs.  We are very fortu-
nate to have such talented staff to lead and mentor our chil-
dren.   
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PERFECT ATTENDANCE for the fall~ 
Pre-School: Greta Bakken, Megan Olson & Logan Simion 
4K: Vince Overlien 
Kindergarten: Wynter Simion 
1st Grade:  Brent Bue, Michael Jessie, Haylie  
                  Schmidt, Xander Shaw 
3rd Grade:  Maren Bakken and Ellyse Tingelstad 
4th Grade:  Madison Eberhardt 
5th Grade:  Ashley Rush and Alexander Jessie 
6th Grade:  Caleb Marecek 
7th Grade:  Isabelle Tingelstad 
8th Grade:  Bradley Bluedorn, Ryan Boerger and Ali Dun-
neisen 
 

Congratulations!! 
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RADIO BROADCAST     
In appreciation for the use of the Sunday School 
rooms for Confirmation: 
     From: Squaw Creek and Little Norway Church 
In honor of: January Octogenarians 
     from: W/ELC 
EVANGELICAL SINGERS  
In Memory of:  Bonnie Stearns 
 From:  David & Mary Cooley 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 
In Memory of:  Ludwig Hoeschele 
 From:  Dean & Delores Severson & Dave & Joy 
Fossum 
YOUTH GATHERING TRIP:  
 From:  Oliver & Theresa Bade, Ken & Sharon 
Fitzpatrick, Ed & Lorri Johnson, Blaine Knutson, Chuck 
& Nancy Nibbe, Peggy Wiese, Ken & Karen Wilkins 
 

The Gifts and Memorials committee would like to en-
courage your gifts to the radio broadcast fund.  We 
thank you for supporting this outreach ministry.  
 
 

 
 
 

SIMPLY GIVING IN 2012! 
It’s fast and easy and you’ll never have to remember 
your offering envelopes on Sunday. 
 

AVAILABLE  Online Giving on our webpage 
www.brfelc.org  you are able to make one-time dona-
tions or to set up a schedule of automatic donations. By 
setting up a password protected profile, you will be able 
to log in at any time to make donations, change a re-
curring donation plan or view your personal giving his-
tory.  Have questions about how electronic giving 
works?  Stop by the church office for a “frequently 
asked questions” information sheet. We invite you to 
consider our electronic giving program as a way to 
automate your regular weekly offering and/or to make 
special gifts. �� �
 
 

Happy Birthday to the 
January Octogenarians! 

 

Eugene Savage-Jan. 1st; Savel Hyytinen-
Jan. 2nd; Corinna Young-Jan. 5th; Gerald 
Gaier-Jan. 6th; Thomas Peasley-Jan. 
21st; Charles Wussow-Jan. 22nd; Mary Waughtal-Jan. 
31st. 
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  WELC News 

Lutheran World Relief 
A recent Lutheran World Relief 
newsletter reported that thanks to 
the compassion and generosity of 
U.S. Lutherans, LWR sent 
355,786 quilts, 166,427 School 

Kits, 311,763 Personal Care Kits,72,610 Baby Care Kits, and 
21,234 Fabric Kits to people in need in 26 countries in 2011.  
ELC has always been supportive of these LWR projects.  It’s 
amazing to be part of this compassionate response to people 
in need all over the world. Our W/ELC Stewardship Commit-
tee is not presently collecting for one of these LWR parish 
projects, but we want you to be on the look out for Baby Care 
Kit items; sleepers, t-shirts, receiving blankets, socks, and 
caps.   Also,  we need people willing to sew the bags for the 
School Kits.  We have material and patterns available.  Call 
Karen Brandt if you’d be willing sew some bags. 
 

 
We’d like to thank all those who pur-
chased Fair Trade candy, coffee, and 
tea during December.  We had a suc-
cessful sale. Fair Trade is a method of 
doing business with justice and moral-
ity.  It helps small scale farmers partici-

pate in the global market without being exploited and gives 
consumers product choices that are in line with their values. 
 

 
The W/ELC will have their semi-annual 
business meeting on Thursday, February 
16th at 1:30 in the fellowship hall.  The pro-
gram will be a Healthy Heart  presented by 
Patty Jacobson, nurse practitioner at the 
Krohn Clinic and Black River Falls Memo-

rial Hospital.  (The date and time is different from what is in 
the program book.) 
 
Our December board meeting is Tuesday, 
January 3rd at 6:30 in the library.  Our 
January board meeting is January 26th at 
6:30 in the library. 
 
Keenagers will meet January 17th at 2:00 
in River Grove Apartments.  Task Force II will serve. 
 
 
 
Tuesday, January 3rd at 9:00 the Altar Guild 
will be meeting to take down Christmas deco-
rations.  Please come and join us. 
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This newsletter was mailed to you December 28, 2011 
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To All Food Shelf Volunteers, 
The Friends Sharing Food Board of Directors and 
coordinators of the Food Shelf thank you for volun-
teering this past year with the operations of the Food 
Shelf each Monday and Friday.  The time you spent 
transporting the food, preparing the food for distribu-
tion and/or participating in the distribution each and 
every week is appreciated—especially by those who 
are in need.  The Food Shelf has provided food for 
approximately 180-212 families (75 adults ages 65 
years and older; 350 adults between the ages of 18 
and 64; and 250 children 17 years and younger) or a 
total of 675 people each week this year.  The num-
bers have increased as the year progressed.  With-
out the volunteerism you have all shown, this great 
need in our county could not be met! With 2011 
drawing to a close, we would like to wish you and 
your families a very Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year.  We look forward to working 
(volunteering) with you again in 2012! 
 

Sue Lindahl, Joy Fossum, Liz Parker, Carol Hanson 
& Cindy Chrisinger 

Food Shelf Coordinators for 2011 along with the 
Friends Sharing Food Board Members 

 

FRIENDS  
SHARING FOOD 

 

It’s time to sign up for 
your turn to assist in staff-
ing the friends sharing 
food grocery distribution.  A sign up sheet is in the 
narthex for the month of January.  We are looking 
for volunteers to assist in transporting food on Fri-
day mornings at 10am (about an hour) and on Mon-
days at 10am.  We also are in need of volunteers to 
assist in distributing the food at the 4-H food build-
ing at the Jackson County Fairgrounds on Mondays 
2:30-5:30pm.  Families are encouraged to sign up 
to volunteer together (please indicate on the sign up 
sheet if you are not able to arrive until after school). 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Thank you to the Evangelical Lutheran Congre-
gation for your very generous donation to the 
“Buckets For Hunger” campaign for the Neighbor-
hood Food Pantry.  Your thoughtfulness and kind-
ness helps us to continue our mission of providing 
assistance to residents of Jackson County. At the 
present time we are servicing 250+ households and 
about 6— individuals each month. 
 

Duane Bowen,  
Director Neighborhood Food Pantry. 
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2012 Offering envelopes are in the Narthex.  The 2011 
end of the year giving statements will also be available 
for pickup the first part of January.   


