ELC Church Council - May 13, 2025 - 6 PM

Present: Peter Bushman, LuAnn Aschenbrenner, Patti Woodworth, Sue Leadholm, Ann
Smetana, Barb Olson-Louis, Pastor Jenny

1) Meeting called to order: 6:02 pm Pastor Jenny gave prayer.
2) Building Usage discussion brought to our attention from Peter.
a) Middle Office - used for numerous reasons. (Let’s keep it presentable to meet
when meeting with others)
b) Lower level - Locked space for Paul Rykken and taping of You-Tube (Podcast)
c) The Sunday School wing (upper and lower) has numerous rooms that have
become a “dumping ground”. Request Ed to set up a date for a dumpster to be
delivered (want it available for the shortest time possible so not sitting around).
Set date for mass - clean-up. (coordinate with Paul). We are interested in dates
between June 1 - July 15th. Numerous stakeholders (members of the Education
team, Youth/Family, Buildings/Ground, Worship, Mighty Table, Foster Closet) will
be invited to assist with clean-up and discard of items not needed.
3) Treasury Report - Barb
a) We are currently behind 12,000.00 as of April in our congregational giving.
Discussed pledge strategy for roof project. We will wait until July to complete an
audit of giving to determine changes from last year.
b) Barb will submit an article in the newsletter regarding Vanco and ease of giving
online. She also will put slips in pews to remind those of the QR code for giving.
c) Motion to approve Treasury report - Ashley. 2nd by LUAnn. Motion carried.
4) Pastor Report - Pastor Jenny
a) Synod is going to Malawi in October 2025. (approx 10 days). Pastor Jenny
would like to go. One more seat available - open to Church council first - by June
1st let Pastor Jenny know. Then will open it up to other individuals and have
selection by June 15th. Pastor Jenny will contact Terri Goettl to see if interested
in doing testimonials about her trip to encourage the congregation to fundraise
for this trip. (Approx $4000.00 per person)
b) Need coverage for Pastor Jenny’s vacation dates.
i) July 27th - need two: (One for in town) - One for Baptismal Bash at Park.
i)  August 3rd - need one: (Same individual will travel)
5) Technology Report - Peter
a) Podcast with Paul Rykken has begun. Plans on producing two per month.
b) Consultant (probono) is assisting with audio/visual suggestions/needs for our
church. Very appreciative of this help.
c) Lizzie and Peter worked together to review new software options besides using
Church Windows. There are not a lot of church financial software options, but
they are researching ideas.



6) Building/Grounds Report - Peter

a) With changing to summer school, reminder to contact Lizzie if you need the
doors open/closed at different times than previously scheduled. We are using a
new administrative schedule to determine who will program these changes.
Please make sure to communicate directly with Lizzie regarding changes.

b) Rolo is retiring in June and then will be available to help create the maintenance
schedule/plan for the church. More discussion to take place.

7) Worship Report - Sue

a) No meeting this month.

b) May 11 - Mother’s Day treats given out with scripture

c) May 18 - Educator Appreciation Sunday/Baccalaureate

i)  Cake ordered and Beth will pick up
d) May 25 - One worship in Hatfield
i)  Wondering if new signage was ordered...either for Hatfield or ones we
had looked at before.
8) Education Report - Ann
a) Last day of Sunday School - May 18
i)  Suggestion made to honor College graduates as well as High School.
Great idea. (will need to send info request in Sept/October and then
Jan/February to see who will finish that semester)

b) A proposal will be discussed and then brought to full council regarding the
Confirmation Youth Coordinator position. Would be part-time - 10 hours a
week.

9) Stewardship Report - LUANn

a) Suggestion was made that Red Envelopes could run for ONE month only. To
keep momentum going, there would be 12 causes vs. 6. LuAnn will write article
in newsletter requesting support for Interfaith (June) and Mighty Table (July)

10) Youth Report - Ashley

a) 12 women participated in Wine and Paint. Continues to grow.

b) VBS will run August 4 - 7th. Summer get together for parents will be 8/6 and last
night on 8/7 is the program.

c) Baptism Bash will be held on July 27th at Hatfield service.

d) Have 14 youth signed up for summer camps. Suggestion was made to request
sharing during church and/or writing thank you notes to donors for their support
in camp experience.

11) Witness Report - Patti
a) Will write up a blurb for the Newsletter regarding current ministry efforts. Push
for Red Envelope donations.
12) W/ELC - LuAnn
a) Luncheon meeting on Wed, May 14th - Beth Bue to discuss butterfly restoration.
13) Other Business

a) Motion was made to approve Secretary notes from April 2025 - Ann, 2nd LuAnn.

Motion carried.



b) Suggestion was made to have the church council attend the Methodist dinner on
a Wednesday to show support for their great community activity. Date will be
discussed next month.
14) Closing Prayer - Patti Meeting adjourned at 7:30 pm.



